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� Introduction

The Thurgood Marshall School of Law, a state institution
founded in 1947, seeks to provide a legal education and an
opportunity to excel to students from a wide range of
backgrounds, including those who otherwise would not have
an opportunity for legal training. The law school is accredited
by the ABA. The student body is truly multiethnic and
multicultural. The law school is housed in a tri-level structure
that is located just outside of downtown Houston.
Near-campus housing is available in the form of modern
apartments for single and married students. The school
makes extensive use of legal facilities in Houston through its
clinical programs.

� Enrollment/Student Body

A majority of the students are from Texas, but all parts of the
country are represented. Approximately 49 percent of the
students are black, 23 percent Chicano, 17 percent Caucasian,
and 6 percent Asian and Native American. The median age
range is about 26 to 36 years.

� Library and Physical Facilities

Students receive individual or group orientation and intensive
training in the use of the library. The law school has undergone
approximately $16 million in renovations, expanding the
available space from 103,000 to 108,000 square feet.

� Curriculum

Upon entry to the School of Law, all students in the first-year
class are required to attend a week-long orientation program.
Attention is given to examinations, briefing cases, outlining,
and an overview of law school life and expectations.

The law school offers a three-year, full-time JD program. The
minimum courseload is 12 hours. Required courses for the first
year are Lawyering Process I and II, Civil Procedure, Property,
Contracts, Torts, and Criminal Law. Second-year students must
take Constitutional Law, Evidence, Criminal Procedure, Trial
Simulation, Business Associations, Commercial Law,
Professional Responsibility, and Wills and Trusts. Second- or
third-year students are required to take Federal Jurisdiction
and Procedure, a seminar/independent research project, and
Basic Federal Taxation. Third-year students are required to take
Consumer Rights and Texas Practice. The remaining hours
required to complete the degree may be selected from a
number of areas of interest.

The law school operates a full-time, in-house clinic in which
students work under the supervision of faculty and adjunct
faculty members. Internships are available with the Harris
County District Attorney’s Office, the Federal Magistrates, Gulf
Coast Legal Foundation, the Federal Bankruptcy Court, the
Harris County Attorney’s Office, the Internal Revenue Service,
and the US District Court. The school operates a number of
clinics, including advanced skills, basic skills, civil and
criminal externships, environmental justice, family law, and
housing law. A judicial externship with state and federal judges
is available to academically outstanding third-year students.

� Admission

The admission decision is based primarily on the applicant’s
motivation and intellectual capacity as demonstrated by his or
her undergraduate records, and on his or her aptitude for the
study of law as measured by the LSAT. Leadership ability, prior
community service, work experience, the student’s
background, extracurricular activities, and graduate study in
another discipline are all considered.

No particular undergraduate major is preferred, but the
school looks for applicants with broad backgrounds in the
social sciences, natural sciences, humanities, and business
sciences. Newly admitted students must send two seat
deposits ($150 upon acceptance and $100 in June), which are
refundable upon matriculation. The law school’s student body
represents one of the most culturally and ethnically diverse
student bodies in the country. Transfer applications are accepted;
students must submit a transcript and letter from the Dean of
his/her former law school stating that they are in good standing.
All newly admitted students must submit an official transcript
from the baccalaureate degree-granting institution as well as
all law schools attended. No application will be evaluated
by the Admissions Committee until the LSDAS report has
been received.

In order to ensure complete review, applications must be
received by the Office of Admissions no later than April 1,
although earlier submission is encouraged. Entering students
are admitted only in August (fall semester). Students are
notified of acceptance after the Admissions Committee has
reviewed the complete file. Admission decisions are made on a
rolling basis.

� Student Activities

Numerous law school organizations are active on campus. A
student board edits the Thurgood Marshall Law Review. Moot
court competitions are held in trial and appellate work, labor
law, and client counseling.

� Expenses and Financial Aid

About 90 percent of the students receive some form of aid. The
law school administers its own scholarship program, which is
competitive. Scholarships are awarded on the basis of both
need and merit, and may range up to full tuition. The
university also offers additional scholarship aid, and the law
school and the university offer loan assistance. Ten to 15
percent of the students hold assistantships. The aid application
deadline is April 1.

The scholarship program makes several awards
(approximately 60) each year. The awards have enabled
out-of-state residents to qualify for resident-tuition rates. In
addition, a number of law students each year qualify for the
federal work-study and loan programs. Additional limited
scholarship aid is available to students after they have
completed a year of law study. An applicant in need of other
financial assistance should make arrangements for financial aid
through the Law School Financial Aid Counselor by either
calling 713.313.7243 or e-mailing kepercival@tsulaw.edu.
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� Career Development

The law school employs a full-time career development officer.
Graduates are placed primarily with law firms, federal and
state agencies, legal services, judges, and businesses. The

Career Development Office also conducts a major national
effort to encourage legal employers in every major city in the
United States to recruit Texas Southern University—Thurgood
Marshall School of Law graduates.
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GPA
LSAT

Score

3.75 + 3.50 - 3.74 3.25 - 3.49 3.00 - 3.24 2.75 - 2.99 2.50 - 2.74 2.25 - 2.49 2.00 - 2.24 Below 2.00 No GPA Total
Apps Adm Apps Adm Apps Adm Apps Adm Apps Adm Apps Adm Apps Adm Apps Adm Apps Adm Apps Adm Apps Adm

175-180 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1

170-174 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1

165-169 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1

160-164 0 0 0 0 1 1 2 1 3 3 3 1 0 0 1 1 0 0 1 0 11 7

155-159 2 2 5 5 3 3 6 4 13 9 10 10 6 3 5 4 1 0 1 0 52 40

150-154 8 6 15 13 23 14 28 24 44 33 41 22 23 13 12 7 5 0 3 2 202 134

145-149 12 9 38 26 60 33 77 43 93 41 101 30 52 17 21 4 2 0 7 4 463 207

140-144 25 9 56 12 92 18 150 27 140 14 134 8 98 7 35 1 9 0 20 3 759 99

135-139 8 0 21 1 42 1 89 0 83 1 89 1 60 0 30 2 11 0 8 0 441 6

130-134 1 0 4 0 13 0 28 0 23 0 26 0 18 0 19 0 3 0 9 0 144 0

125-129 0 0 1 0 3 0 2 0 4 0 2 0 4 0 4 0 2 0 2 0 24 0

120-124 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 2 0

Total 58 28 140 57 237 70 384 100 403 101 406 72 261 40 127 19 33 0 52 9 2101 496
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This grid includes only applicants who earned 120-180 LSAT scores under standard administrations.

Apps = Number of Applicants
Adm = Number Admitted
Reflects 99% of the total applicant pool.




